THE   KAISER   AND   ENGLISH   RELATIONS

a stop to.    You are so true yourself that I am sure you
will be shocked at this.' x

That was the simplest plan: whatever the Tsar's private
answer was, her letter bore good fruit a little later, and
she went off to Cimiez for her spring holiday, Lord
Salisbury being there at the same time. It had been
noticed that the Emperor was particularly prone to take
offence when his grandmother was in France, suspecting
Anglo-French machinations, and his ill-humour this year
was intensified by the disturbance about the Coburg
succession, and by the fact that she had refused to let
him come to England with his younger children for her
eightieth birthday on May 24. She was quite firm about
that, for she did not want him any more than she wanted
him at her Diamond Jubilee. She meant serenely to
enjoy this ripe anniversary without the risk of those
disturbing elements which William was apt to introduce
into the bosom of the family. Four days after this
peaceful birthday she received a truly astonishing letter
from him. He enumerated the benefits he had showered
on England: how, as Colonel in the British Army,
he and his troops around the Waterloo Column at
Hanover had cheered her and their British brothers-in-
arms after the victory at Omdurman; how as Admiral of
the British Fleet he had visited Malta as a sign of his
affectionate interest in her Navy; how he had defied
public opinion in Germany by receiving Cecil Rhodes;
and in return for all this, Lord Salisbury, always the villain
of the piece in the Emperor's eyes, had treated Germany
in the dispute now going on about Samoa with utter
disregard of the rules of civility between great Powers.
He cared no more for Germany than for * Portugal, Chile

1 Lee, King Edward VII, i. pp. 741, 742, note.